
This classical two t iered structure, known as Seimin, is the 
entrance to Happo-en. This elegant gate truly represents the grace 
and harmony that can be found inside.

This attract ive tea house which was bui l t  by the wealth si lk 
merchant, Heihachi Tanaka, was reconstructed in the Happo-en 
Garden during the Meiji period.

This shrine serves as the final resting place for the Jimmu and 
Meiji emperors, as well as many of the patriots that fought during 
the Meiji restoration. This shrine is celebrated on February 11th, 
National Foundation Day.

The Happo-en pond was created after damming a shallow river 
that formerly flowed through the surrounding hills. This pond has 
now become home for brightly colored carp and various types of 
water fowl.

At the heart of the garden you will find a wonderful photo spot that 
overlooks the pond. This spot is where many customers gather as 
it can be used in a variety of ways.

In this garden there are a number of historical relics such as these 
large stone masterpieces. The 13 storied pagoda was created 
more than 200 years ago. 

Bonsai is a traditional Japanese art form that has gained attention 
and loved by many. The Happo-en bonsai, which includes trees 
that are over 500 years, have been meticulously shaped and have 
been lovingly tended to over the years.

Fusanosuke Kuhara had this structure “KAHOAN” moved and 
reconst ructed in  i ts  current  locat ion for  the unforget tab le 
landscape in the spring of cherry blossoms and breathtaking 
colors in the fall.

This attract ive tea house which was bui l t  by the wealth si lk 
merchant, Heihachi Tanaka, was reconstructed in the Happo-en 
Garden during the Meiji period.

HKUHO-KAN is nestled deep within the garden and completely 
surrounded by lush foliage. This building was modeled after a tea 
ceremony co t tage  and bu i l t  i n  Suk iya  s ty le .  Th is  type  o f  
archi tecture is  uniquely Japanese and creates a p leasant  
atmosphere and only adds to the stunning view of the garden.

Until 1951, this traditional Japanese style residence was home to 
the famous Meiji Era business tycoon, Fusanosuke Kuhara. This 
elegant structure was bui l t  using the famous cypress wood 
“Muro” . Today, if you visit the Orchid Room you will be able to 
glimpse this residence’ s original decor as this room has retained 
all of its original furnishings.The writer Shunsaku Endo named this 
structure “KOCHUAN” which was based on the old Chinese story 
“kochūnoten” . The story was about a hermit who lived in a pot 
and it was said that inside the pot you would find true paradise.

The Happo-en garden, with a pond at its center, is the perfect place for a stroll. By arranging the 

basic  landscape e lements;  such as t rees,  s tones and water  features,  we have been able to 

accurately reproduce a natural setting. In order to create perfect harmony, historical buildings such 

as the MUAN and KAHOAN teahouses, as well as a collection of 500 year old bonsai trees have 

been incorporated into the garden. Create a beautiful picture for every season. 

This garden was given the name “HAPP0-EN” which means “beautiful from all angles” . Nestled in 

the center of Shirokanedai city, is the 12,000 square meter Edo era garden, which is comprised of 

natural hills, water features, historical buildings and relics. 

The four seasons can be found woven perfectly throughout the garden. This beautiful landscape is 

f i l l e d  w i t h  c h e r r y  b l o s s o m s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  r h o d o d e n d r o n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

summer,brightly colored leaves in the fall and snow in the winter. We look forward to your visit and 

welcoming you to bask in the beauty of Happo-en.

Enjoy to your heart’s content the rich culture
found in the lush nature of a traditional Japanese garden.
Enjoy to your heart’s content the rich culture
found in the lush nature of a traditional Japanese garden.




